English 321, Writing for Engineers (3 credits)

Instructor: William Tunstall

Office: 318G South Engineering

Office Hours: 12:00-3:00 W

Office Telephone Number: (701) 231-7027

E-mail Address: w.tunstall@ndsu.nodak.edu
Course Description

Students will learn how to compose, design, and edit technical documents for the engineering profession.  Topics will include the following: the principles of technical communication, the ethics of technical communication, the principles of design for written and electronic media, the fundamentals of information management, and writing in the genres of the technical workplace.

Course Objectives

Students in this course will be asked to meet two General Education Outcomes:

Students shall communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and modes (genres), using a variety of  communication skills (GE Outcome #1).  In order to achieve this outcome, students will

1. read a variety of genres of writing that have been produced for various

audiences (especially genres that are used in the technical workplace) and

develop an understanding of generic conventions within the context of

audience and purpose.

2. write in a variety of genres for various audiences and purposes,

3. practice effective and efficient writing strategies, including

generating, developing, and focusing ideas, sharing drafts of writing with

peers and the instructor, revising and editing for clarity, consistency,

and correctness.

Students should also understand that effective communication can only be

defined within the context and situation of reading and writing tasks.

Students should learn to integrate knowledge and ideas in a coherent and

meaningful manner (GE Outcome #6).  English 321 will emphasize doing

library and web research, and then successfully integrating that research

into one’s own writing, as an important part of learning and communicating

in university courses. In order to achieve this outcome, students will:

1.        respond to others’ writing by identifying the ideas, motives, and

effects writers employ (including thesis statements, claims, and evidence

when appropriate.

2.        locate basic library and online resources and incorporate information

from those resources into their own writing, documenting them

appropriately for their audience and situation.

Resources Required by Students

Technical Communication Today.  Richard Johnson-Sheehan. (New York:

Longman, 2005.)
The Pocket Wadsworth Handbook.  Laurie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell.

 3rd ed.  (Boston: Wadsworth, 2005.)

Academic Honesty

All work submitted for a grade in this class must be done in a manner

consistent with NDSU University Senate Policy, Section 335: Code of

Academic Responsibility and Conduct http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/335.htm and

MLA guidelines.

Specifically, whenever a writer uses a fact, statistic, idea or opinion

from a source, the writer must cite that source appropriately.  This

course will offer instruction on how to comply with this requirement.

Using information from a source without giving credit to that source is

plagiarism, which the university considers an act of academic dishonesty. 

Plagiarism includes handing in a whole paper or parts of a paper written

by someone else as well as not using quotation marks when copying the text

of a source word for word and/or neglecting to cite the source of

information used.  If a student plagiarizes part of an assignment or a whole assignment, the instructor may give that student a failing grade for the assignment or for the entire course depending on the extent and intent of the plagiarism.
Students With Special Needs

Any student with disabilities or other special needs, who need special

accommodation in this course, are invited to share these concerns or

requests with the instructor as soon as possible.

Evaluation Procedures and Criteria

Students must complete four major writing projects (a proposal: 20%;

technical definition: 15%; technical description:15%; and an activity report: 15%). 
The combined value of these writing assignments is 65% of the final grade.
The writing assignments are evaluated for the following characteristics:

· An identifiable thesis that grows out of ideas and issues from readings,

            research, and discussion.  The thesis provides a focus for the assignment.

· Adequate, well-reasoned development (claims and grounds) in support of

            the thesis.
· Effective organization with attention to beginnings, endings, and

            paragraphs.
· Attention paid to audience, voice (tone), social context, and genre

            concerns.
· Appropriate documentation for information, ideas, and quotations from all

            sources.
· Evidence of editing for clarity and to eliminate grammatical and

            typographical errors.
The rest of the semester grade (35%) is based on short in-class writing

assignments, a library assignment, and a collaborative writing project.
Grades

Grades will be assigned on this basis: A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%;

D=60-69%; F=59% or less.

Class Guidelines

It is essential that you attend every session and participate fully in all

class activities.  During every class session, an attendance sheet will be

circulated.  If you are unable to attend class because of a legitimate

reason (illness, family emergency, etc.), it is your responsibility to

inform me why you were unable to be with us.  If you are registered for

the course and fail to attend class, yet hand in all of your major writing

assignments, you will receive a failing grade at the end of the semester.

Final drafts of the major writing assignments will not be accepted unless

they are accompanied by first and second drafts.  Attendance at peer

response sessions and writing conferences is mandatory.  All due dates are

firm.  Unexcused late papers will receive a reduced grade.  Late work must

be completed within one week’s time from the original due date.

In order to receive a passing grade in English 321, you must complete all

of the written assignments. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to ask 
them in class.

Student Code of Behavior

Student conduct at NDSU is governed by the Code of Student Behavior

available at <http://www.ndsu.edu/ndsu/vpsa/code>.

NDSU Center for Writers

The NDSU Center for Writers is a valuable resource for undergraduates.  In

order to schedule an appointment, they can be reached at (701) 231-7927.

Class Schedule 
August 2007
21
Introduction; overview of syllabus; in-class writing; read Ch. 1,

    
“Communicating in the Workplace”

23    
Read Ch. 2, “The Technical Writing Process Today”; in-class writing; 

read Ch., 3  “Readers and Contexts of Use”; read Ch. 4, “Ethics in theTechnical 
Workplace”
28   
In-class writing; read Ch. 13, “Working in Teams” and Ch. 20,

     
“Proposals,” start work on the collaborative writing project
30     
Writing workshop (proposal); read Ch. 5, “Researching and Managing                      

   
Information”

September

 4       
Writing workshop (proposal); read Ch. 6, “Organizing and Drafting”

 6        
Writing workshop (proposal); read Ch. 7, “Using Plain and Persuasive

             
Style”

11     
Writing workshop; (proposal); read Ch. 8, “Designing Documents and

           
Interfaces”

13       
First draft of first major assignment (proposal) due; peer response

              
session; read Ch.10, “Revising and Editing for Usability”

18         
Second draft of first major assignment (proposal) due; peer response

             
session

20         
Group writing conference (318G South Engineering)

25         
Group writing conference (318G South Engineering)

27         
Third draft of first major assignment (proposal) due; editing workshop;

             
read Ch. 18, “Technical Description”; start work on technical description

October

  2         
First major assignment (proposal) due; read Ch. 16, “Letters and Memos”

  4         
Writing workshop (technical definition)

  9         
Writing workshop (technical definition)

11          
First draft of second major assignment (technical definition) due; peer

              
response session

16          
Second draft of second major assignment (technical definition) due;

              
peer response session

18         
Writing conference (318G South Engineering); read Ch. 18, “Technical

             
Descriptions”

20         
Writing conference (318G South Engineering)

23         
Third draft of second major assignment (technical definition) due;

              
editing workshop

25        
Scond major assignment due (technical definition); start work on

              
technical description
30     
Writing workshop (technical description)

November

 1 
Writing workshop (technical description); read Ch. 21, “Activity Reports”

 6         
 First draft of third major assignment (technical description) due; peer

             
 response session

 8          
 Second draft of third major assignment (technical description) due;

              
 peer response session
13     
 Third draft of third major assignment (technical description) due; 
           
 editing workshop

15      
 Writing conference (318G South Engineering); read Ch. 21, “Activity

           
 Reports”

20      
 Third major assignment (technical description) due; start work on


 activity report
22      
 Thanksgiving recess

27      
 First draft of fourth major assignment (activity report) due; peer


 response session
29    
 Second draft of fourth major assignment (activity report) due; peer

                response session
December

 4      
Third draft of fourth major assignment (activity report) due; peer response
                session
 6       
 Writing conference (318G South Engineering)

11      
 Writing workshop (activity report)

13      
 Fourth major writing assignment (activity report) due; evaluations

