English 321-3 Technical Writing For Engineers
Fall 2006

Julie Sandland

Minard 223A

701.231.8503

Julie.sandland@ndsu.edu
Office hours: 12:00-12:50 MWF and by appointment

· This is a Blackboard course

Required Text:

   Beer and McMurrey, Writing As An Engineer.  2nd ed.

   Lannon, excerpts from Technical Communication [these will be provided on Blackboard]
                                               Course Description

English 321 is an intensive composition course designed to expose students to a variety of writing tasks encountered in the professional fields of engineering.  You will write in a variety of genres for different audiences and purposes.  The course is divided into four units: the job search, engineers and interoffice communication, engineers and society, and design reports/user documentation.  You will complete a total of seven projects: the first five (the resume/letter of application, the profile, the instructions, the brief report, and the specifications) will be completed individually, and the last two (public controversy and design) will be collaborative, nested projects that involve a number of documents. In the public controversy unit, we will look at examples in society of ethical controversies as they involve engineers. In the design/user documentation unit, we will look at the documents and processes involved in designing a product for the consumer.  In addition, four take-home exercises will be completed.  You will also take a midterm and final exam.  You will meet with me early in the course for an individual writing conference, and again for group conferences during the last two projects.  You will also critique each other’s work periodically throughout the course.

                                                 Course Policies

     You are responsible for completing reading assignments, attending class meetings and conferences, and turning in projects on time.  All projects must be handed in if you are to pass the course.

     Late policy: projects turned in one class period late will be dropped one letter grade; those turned in two class periods late will be dropped two letter grades.  Any work turned in more than one week late will receive a failing grade.  If you are ill or have an emergency, you should contact me as soon as possible.

     Any student with a disability who needs special accommodations should speak with me as soon as possible.

     All students should read and abide by the NDSU Code of Academic Honesty, section 335.

     Grading package: resume/letter of application=10%; engineer profile=5%;  instructions=5%; brief report=5%; specifications=5%; Group Public Controversy Project (Gantt chart, annotated bibliography, poster session, paper)=20%; Group Design Project/User Documentation (proposal/technical brief, progress report, oral presentation, final document, usability test)=20%; midterm exam=10%; final exam=10%; exercises (email memo,  audience analysis, editing exercise, performance evaluation)=10%.

                                                Course Outcomes
Students should learn to write in a variety of genres for different audiences and purposes encountered in engineering settings.

                                                   Course Schedule
Date
                       Activity                         Reading                           Topic
	Aug. 23
	Introduction to course
	
	

	         25
	Introduction to technical writing
	Ch. 1
	Unit I. The Job Search
The Writing Process

	         28
	Discussion
	Ch. 2, 10
	The Resume
The Letter of Application

	         30
	Conferences
	
	

	 Sep.   1
	Conferences
	
	

	           4
	Labor Day – no class
	
	

	           6
	Ex. #1 due by email
Work on interviewing techniques
	
	The Profile

	           8
	Project 1 due
Meet writing groups
	Lannon Ch. 3
	Audience/Purpose Analysis

	          11
	Ex. #2 due
	Ch. 5
	Unit II. Engineers and Interoffice Communication


	          13
	Project 2 due
	Ch.  3
	The Instructions

Revising

	          15
	Look at sample instructions
	
	

	          18
	Discussion
	Ch. 5
	The Brief Report

	           20
	Project 3 due

Look at sample reports
	
	

	           22
	Group work with drafts 
	
	

	           25
	Discussion
	
	Organization/Style/Grammar

	           27
	Project 4 due
	Ch. 5
	Specifications

	           29
	Ex. #3 due

Look at sample specifications
	
	

	Oct.      2
	Project 5 due
	
	

	             4
	Review for midterm
	
	

	             6
	Midterm Exam
	
	

	             9
	Discussion
	Lannon Ch. 4, 5
	Unit III. Engineers and Public Controversy
The Challenger Report

	              11
	Groups meet in class
	Lannon Ch. 6
	Teamwork/Gantt Charts

	              13
	Discussion
	Ch. 6
	Recommendation reports

	              16
	Discussion
	Ch. 8
	Research

	              18
	Meet in library for research preparation
	
	

	              20
	In-class work
	
	Annotated Bibliographies

	              23
	Discussion
	Ch. 7
	Visual Support
Posters

	              25
	Group conferences
	
	Annotated bibliographies due at conference

	              27
	Group conferences
	
	

	              30
	Poster training
	
	

	Nov.        1
	Poster  training
	
	

	                3
	Discussion
	Ch. 9
	Document Supplements
Oral Presentations

	                6
	Poster sessions
	
	

	                8
	Poster sessions
	
	

	              10
	Veterans Day – no class
	
	

	              13
	Group papers due
	
	Unit IV.  Engineers and Design

	              15
	Discussion
	Ch. 5
	The Proposal
Technical Definition/Description

	              17
	Group conferences
	
	Proposal/Technical brief due at conference

	              20
	Group conferences
	
	

	              22
	Progress reports due
	
	

	              24
	Thanksgiving Holiday – no class
	
	

	              27
	Oral Presentations
	
	

	              29
	Oral Presentations
	
	

	Dec.        1
	Discussion
	
	Packaging/Assembly

	               4
	Group Papers due
	Lannon Ch. 16
	Usability Testing

	               6
	In-class paper exchange

	
	

	               8
	Ex. #4 due
Review for final exam
	
	

	TBA
	Final exam
	
	


