Role of the animator (one who conducts discussion of common readings)

Before discussion . . .

· Read the text, looking for sentences that seem to somehow summarize or epitomize an a central idea in the chapter or article. You should identify four to seven such sentences and make sure you have marked them so that you can point the discussion group to them.

· Generate two questions for each passage, one calling for an interpretation and one calling for an application to our present concerns. These questions should be phrased in such a way that a one-word “yes” or “no” answer is impossible. In other words, it is better to ask something like, “What do you think so and so is getting at here?” or “How do you think this relates to our need to do x?” If you ask, “Do you agree?” make sure you insist that the respondent also explain why she or he agrees or disagrees.

· Generate two questions (again calling for an interpretation and an application) of the whole chapter or article.

During discussion . . .

· Introduce the text by identifying the author and title and any information that might help us contextualize the work (Where is it in a book or journal? How did it contribute to the conversation about issues of concern to the author at the time? Where does it seem to fit in relationship to our conversation—its relevance or potential relevance?)

· Draw our attention to the first passage you wish to discuss. Have someone read it (or read it yourself), and pose your question that calls for an interpretation. Don’t answer your own question, just wait. If someone asks you to restate your question, do that , but don’t answer the question for the group. Let discussion continue for until it either gets off track or completes the topic, and then ask the application question.

· Continue this process with each question until your time allotted is nearly up. Then ask the broader questions of interpretation and application for the whole chapter or article. Combine these questions so that participants can address either or both in their discussion.

After discussion . . .

· Compose an annotation bibliography entry for the chapter or article, consisting of an MLA citation to it on the first line and then an indented summary of the article consisting of no more than four sentences. The summary should be separated from the  citation by a blank line and should be indented. When complete, FTP it to the bibliography folder on our website, download the index from that folder, edit it to contain a link to your entry, and then FTP the updated index to the bibliography folder, replacing the old one.
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